
August 2010  

The Grapevine 

August Highlights 

Aug.2 Kingdom Bound Day at 

Darien Lake 

Aug.10ñDeacons Picnic 

Aug.17ñStated Session Meet-

ing 

Aug.24ñGrapevine Crew 

Picnic 

Aug. 26-28ñConfirmation 

Kick-off retreat 

A Congregation of the Evangelical Presbyterian Church 

Lancaster Presbyterian Church  

 

Summer  
Worship  

 

9:30 AM 
Through Sept.12  

Preschool  

child care  

provided during  

Service.  

 

Return to Regular 
Schedule  

September 19  
Worship  

8:30 & 11  

Sunday School  
9:45 -10:45  

Honoring God with Time, Talent, Treasure 

E veryone at Lancaster Presbyterian Church 

has been challenged in the past several 

months to step up our financial giving to raise 

funds that will secure our church property.  

Knowing how we have been blessed as individu-

als, families, and as a church family has made 

sharing our treasure a joy.  Many must have given 

generously and 

sacrificially to 

meet such an 

ambitious goal.  

It is a  blessing to 

be part of this 

church family.  

There is much 

joy in giving. 

Another part of 

giving back to 

God from the 

wealth he has 

provided is shar-

ing our time and talents.  We have seen great 

sharing of time and talents in the summer minis-

tries of camp, Wonderfair, and Vacation Bible 

School.  See the photos on pages 4 & 5.  If you 

participated in any of these ministries, you were 

blessed.  So many participated as leaders, teach-

ers, helpers, behind the scenes workers, and 

prayer supporters.  What joy it is to share Godõs 

love and His Word with the children of the con-

gregation and the community.  This is how the 

body of Christ works best.ñeveryone busy!  

There should be no idle limbs in the body! 

Consider what your contribution of time and 

talent can be this coming year.  Are you a 

teacher?  A helper? A friend? A prayer supporter? 

You are encouraged to find a place to use your 

talent and give your time.  Everyone connected 

with the church should have a spot they call òministryó 

ñ your connection with others and place that Christ 

can use you to touch the lives of others.  No one is too 

young; no one is too old! 

Several opportunities will be available in the fall.  

Wonõt you consider what your place can be?  Some are 

listed below.  Others may present themselves soon.  

Be open to Godõs leading and 

the Holy Spiritõs nudging.   

Wonõt you consider: 

Participating in the Sun-

day school hour.  Call Julie 

Felber or Leigh George to learn 

how you can best minister here. 

Pre-school coordinator  

who could give new life to 

preschool ministry and bless 

our young families.  Call Jenni-

fer Cole to learn more. 

Youth ministry ñ many opportunities exist.  Call 

Sandi Robinson to see how you could be plugged 

in to this exciting ministry. 

Wednesday Night Pizza host/hostess.  Call 

Wayne & Dottie Cole to see what is involved. 

Music ministry ñ there is a place for your talent.  

Call Norm Richard or Dan Bender to see where 

you fit best. 

This limited list should be filled pretty quickly once 

you consider where you wish to connect and will serve 

as òfood for thoughtó for many other ministries con-

nected with LPC and beyond.   

Use your time and talent to serve the Lord and bless 

others this year. 



O ne of my biggest responsi-
bilities in our life together is 

the proclamation of the Word of 
God.  I have often shared with 

you that while I love 
the WordñI love 
every minute that is 
given to me to be in 
the Wordñstill, I 
tremble in the weight 
of the responsibility 
of proclaiming the 
Word. I shiver, and I 
shake; I quiver and 
quake; I feel just like 
my stomach is coming 
up into my throat.  
What if I get it wrong?  
What if I get it right 
but fail to communi-
cate it effectively?  
How am I to figure 
out what passages our 
Lord intends for us to 
consider and when? 

I know that I am not 
supposed to worry 

about the proclamation.  We are 
not supposed to worry about any-
thing.  Matthew 10:19 comes to 
mind, when our Lord Jesus assures 
His disciples, òwhen they hand 
you over, do not worry about how 
or what you are to say; for it will 
be given you in that hour what you 
are to say.ó  I should never worry 
about what I am to say in the ser-
vice of our Master.  Even so, you 
can appreciate the weight of the 
responsibility.  Preaching is some-
thing that I pray about many times 
every day.  You can help share this 
weight with me by remembering 
to pray for me, specifically that our 
Lord will guide me in the selection 
of the texts that He intends to be 
before us, when He intends them 
to be before us. 

I am excited, thankful and happy 
about the condition of the preach-
ing calendar right now.  Those 
who are in the know, like Dianne 
Conklin, Norm Richards, Dan 
Bender, Frank Gerber, Pete Gaw-
ron, and Sandi Robinson, can tell 
you that I am doing well to stay six 
weeks ahead of the preaching 
calendar.  These advance selec-

tions give me time to become 
familiar with upcoming texts, ru-
minate over direction, implications 
and applications.  Meanwhile, the 
office, Music Director, Worship 
Team, Worship Committee and 
Staff have some sense of the major 
themes that are forth-
coming so that they are 
able to offer their con-
tributions through the 
coordinating work of 
our Holy Spirit.  It is 
truly amazing to me 
how He brings all of the 
connections together in 
worship, teaching and 
practice through His 
sovereign superinten-
dence.  You will thus 
rejoice with me to learn 
that our Lord has pro-
vided direction to the 
preaching calendar some 
15 weeks in advance 
already, and more direc-
tion is simmering in my 
soul even as we meet 
here on the written 
page. 

How we come to be 15 
weeks ahead of the 
calendar in preparation 
for the weekly procla-
mation of the Word in the 
midst of a busy season is purely 
through the goodness and grace of 
our Lord.  For some time now, I 
have been suffering insecurity over 
the fact that I have not been able 
to find time to keep up with the 
discipline of memorizing Scrip-
ture.  I have been convicted over 
this state of affairs, and desirous of 
its correction.  Accordingly, I have 
been asking the Lord to help me 
find time for Scripture memoriza-
tion, and it came to me in the 
goodness of our Lord: Why not 
preach the texts that the Lord has 
put in my heart to memorize 
through the years, as well as focus 
on learning some new passages of 
Scripture?  This way, I can be 
strengthened in my own walk with 
our Lord.  A stronger pastor 
should be more effective in the 
service the Kingdom, and a bless-
ing to the congregation. 

In the coming weeks I hope to be 
able to adhere closely with the 
following texts, and I include them 
here so that you can join me in 
thinking about them and praying 
through them, and even memoriz-
ing them.  The texts are as follows: 

 Please join me in holding the 
preparation and the proclamation 
of the Word of God in prayer. 

Thank you, Dear Ones!   

I love you all! 

Pastor Kelly 

Kele-Communication 
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July 25  Philippians 3:12-16 

August 1 PULPIT SUPPLY 

August 8  Psalm 119:11 

August 15  Deuteronomy 6:6-9  

August 22  Psalm 1 

August 29  Psalm 23 

September 5 Matthew 5:1-9 

September 12 Matthew 5:10-12 

September 19 Matthew 5:13 

September 26 Matthew 5:14-16 

October 3  Matthew 5:27-30 

October 10 Matthew 6:19-24 

October 17 Matthew 6:25-34 

October 24 Romans 3:21-26 

October 31 Matthew 11:25-20 



Vacation Bible Schoolñ1957 

~by: Jim Allein 

Well, another Vacation Bible School 

is complete; the children have been 

returned back to their mothers and 

the mothers will need to find some-

thing else to keep their little ones 

from being bored in the morning.  

And all staff who worked so hard 

before and during the week now 

have returned to their homes with 

housework and laundry piled up!   

The earliest (and only complete!) 

record we have in our archives of a 

VBS being held at LPC is from 

1957.  In those days it was a 10 day 

event held in August ð Tuesday thru 

Friday for two weeks and then con-

cluding with Tuesday and Wednes-

day on the third week with closing 

exercises being held on Wednesday 

evening.  You may have heard me 

say this before, but the reasoning 

behind the Tuesday through Friday 

schedule was so the women could 

do their laundry on Monday.  Thatõs 

what Reverend Watson said anyway!   

If my memory serves me right (I 

kept the attendance) we had 96 

children from around the commu-

nity.  The teachers and helpers were 

all from LPC.  The teaching material 

was from Gospel Light with the 

theme named òPioneering With 

Christó. As I look through the folder 

of the 1957 VBS it is very evident 

that times have changed.  The craft 

supplies were simple as can be seen 

from this partial list: 

small safety pins

  

gummed stars 

pipe cleaners 

scotch tape 

paper bags 

ink blotters 

[what is an ink 

blotter?] 

jars of paste 

While the bulk of the teaching sup-

plies were purchased directly from 

the publisher, Rev. Watson bought 

additional teaching supplies from 

Buffalo Book & Bible House located 

on Delaware Avenue in Buffalo.  He 

bought 9 teacherõs books at 45 cents 

each, 9 pupilõs books at 25 cents 

each, 2 visual kits for $1.00 each, and 

a decoration kit for $1.50.  The total 

cost for the program was $201.88.  

The teaching staff is listed as fol-

lows: 

Junior class -   

Miss Ida Riebenkam [she and 

her sister gave the church the 

grand piano] 

Mrs. John Lyon 

Mrs. Dyviniak 

Primary class - 

Mrs. Galin Wahl 

Mrs. Ceylon [Bessie] Babcock 

Mrs. Molinaro 

Mrs. Fraser 

Pat Klaasesz [Peterõs sister] 

Kindergarten 

Mrs. Peter Thuman 

Mrs. Andrew Smith [Gwen 

Wade] 

Mrs. Charles Stutzman  

Over the years there have been other 

variations to the summer program   

Some years we had two schools; one 

year we had Backyard Bible Clubs 

where the staff would go to different 

neighborhoods during the summer.  

But the program continues to be an 

effective ministry. 

While the number of 

students has changed, the 

programs have become 

more elaborate, and the 

cost has increased, two 

things have remained 

constant over the years.  

One, we continue to use 

the Vacation Bible School 

program at LPC to reach 

the children of our community with 

the story of Christ, and, two, we 

continue to have a dedicated staff 

who loves the Lord and is anxious to 

reach out to the children.  God bless 

them all! 
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~by: Gloria Chaves 

Concerned Women for America 

does not meet in July and August 

but we are looking forward to our 

September 9 meeting when Nina 

Bell will be our speaker.  Nina is the 

Field Development Coordinator for 

Concerned Women for America.  

She will be bringing us information 

about what is happening in Wash-

ington D.C.  Mark your calendar 

and plan to join us.  There will be 

more information in 

the September Grape-

vine. 

New York State Bills 

affecting the Family 

A stable and prosper-

ous nation is built on 

the family structure as 

God defined it.  Many 

of our political leaders are losing 

sight of that fact, as they encourage 

abortion, gay marriage, easy divorce 

and adoption by unmarried couples.   

Pray that God will open the spiritual 

eyes of our governor and legislators.  

Please contact the governor to ask 

him to veto the bills explained be-

low. 

David A. Paterson  

State Capitol  

Albany, NY 12224  

518 -474 -8390  or send an 

e-mail at  www.state.ny.us/

governor/contact  

The information below is adapted 

from New Yorkerõs for Constitu-

tional Freedom (www.nycf.info) 

 A New York bill that would allow 

adoption between two unmarried 

partners, needs only the governorõs 

signature before becoming law in 

New York State. The bill would 

allow any couple intimately involved 

with each other, whether out of 

wedlock, heterosexual or homosex-

ual, to adopt children.  

 One of the co-sponsors claims that 

"family structure is no longer defin-

able." She sees no reason why an 

unmarried couple cannot ensure a 

stable, loving family.  However, 

God designed the family to ideally 

be a father, mother and children.  

Each parent contributes something 

that the other cannot, in the rearing 

of children. The state should not be 

intentionally creating family struc-

tures that deny children a mother 

and a father, who are committed to 

one another in the covenant of 

marriage. With this bill, the state is, 

by default, undermining the bonds 

of marriage and family life. 

òMarriage is the stabilizer; anything 

less than that is less 

than kids deserve.ó 

Governor Paterson 

has yet to sign this 

latest attempt to rede-

fine the family. 

No-fault divorce is 

another bill waiting on 

the governorõs desk, as 

of this writing.  òThis bill passed in 

both houses of the New York State 

Legislature. It will make it easier to 

unilaterally obtain a divorce.  New 

York's divorce rate is among the 

lowest in America, no doubt (at 

least in part) because the present 

law encourages couples to work out 

their differences. In 2008, there 

were 52,000 New York divorces 

compared to 135,000 mar-

riages.  That is a divorce rate of 

38.7%.  The present law requires the 

consent of both the husband and 

wife to a divorce unless one can 

prove the other is guilty of a major 

fault, such as adultery or physical 

abuse. Many New Yorkers decide to 

work out their differences, to the 

gain of everyone involved. Yet the 

State Legislature voted to adopt 

similar no-fault divorce legislation as 

found in most other states.  New 

York is on the verge of swapping its 

relatively low divorce rate of 38.7% 

for the 56% rate present in 

neighboring New Jersey (75,900 

divorces per year), or perhaps Con-

necticut's rate of 60% (yielding 

81,000 divorces).ó 

Governor Paterson has yet to sign 

this latest attempt to redefine the 

family. 

Concerned Women for America 

http://capwiz.com/nycf/utr/1/AGVPMXCJRK/IYLMMXCLEW/5521789141
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Wonderfair Clown:  Gabriel Negus 

Nancy Bond serves free popcorn 

LPC Float in 4th of July parade. Sharon Miller rides the float 

Joan Stephens distributes free balloons 

Wonderfair 

& VBS  

Andrea Nobles welcomes children at the entrance.  Fruit stand 

built by Ron Stasiowski & Jim Cavanaugh 

Sharon Krause shows VBS t-shirt 


